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Mr. Chairman, 

Indigenous Brothers and Sisters. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

My name is Adelard Blackman, Special Emissary for Chief Louie Chanolquay and the 

People of Buffalo River Dene Nation in Northern Canada. 

Indigenous Peoples and the international and domestic protection of Traditional Knowledge is 

a very broad and complex issue for our people. Traditional Knowledge is sacred, natural law 

is sacred, the right to self-determination is sacred, our treaties are sacred, our right to land and 

natural resources is sacred, our right to our ceremonies is sacred. Human Rights are sacred. 

Until the Canadian Government understands the full meaning of what is sacred to our 

people, we will continue to suffer. It is very simple, because of the resources on our 

traditional territories, mining resource extraction, logging, etc. every effort is made to ensure 

that the billions of dollars made off our natural resources continues. And the only way to 

accomplish this, is the policy and mandate by the Canadian Government to eliminate any and 

all barriers that will threaten the flow of money. 

Part of those barriers are the right to live as Indigenous People in Canada. 

For our people in Buffalo River Dene Nation it is very clear WE HAVE HAD E N O U G H 

We have began the process of bringing the Canadian Government to task, to answer to the 

International Community for the devastation that they are causing to our people and to the 

environment we live in. We are now moving towards finding solutions that will benefit our 

people, the Canadian Public, industry and the provincial and Federal Government. 

Our first step is that we have begun the process of taking the Canadian Government, 

Saskatchewan Government and the Multinationals in our territory to the International Court of 

Justice at the Hague, Netherlands in 2007 for Human Rights violations for the loss of our 

Treaties, the loss of our land, the loss of our natural resources and Genocide. 

The second step in all of this is an International Publicity Campaign to ensure that the world 

will look closely at the journey we are taking and to raise awareness regarding the critical 

stage that we are in as Indigenous Peoples in Canada. 



The third step is to find a way to bring ail parties concerned to the table in an honest and open 

dialogue to find concrete solutions that will ensure our fundamental rights as Indigenous 

Peoples. 

Mr. Chairman, it must be understood by the International Communi ty that Traditional 

Knowledge is sacred and a right that it must be protected by all means, in order to further 

transmit it. Because if it isn't, than all the culture, and the Traditional Knowledge will be lost 

and hence not passed on to the future generations. In that case, Indigenous People will not 

only continue to suffer, but a whole circle of life will be closed. 

The Governments of the World must realize how important Traditional Knowledge is 

to our environment and that IT IS NOT FOR SALE, that there is a way to work towards 

solutions. 

The recommendations that are made by the Indigenous Caucus must be looked at very 

closely because those recommendations are a starting point for finding solutions. Because in 

today's world, Mother Earth must be protected. 

MA CLE CHOU (Thanh you very much). 


